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Bicycling and walking are critical components of our national transportation system.

* In 2009, 12% of all trips in the United States were made by bicycling or walking — up 25%
from 2001."

* Bicycle commuting increased by more than 40% nationwide between 2000 and 2008. 2

Communities across America have seen bicycling and walking projects improve their
transportation systems.

* In Minneapolis, MN, the Midtown Greenway is used by an average of 3,500 bicyclists a
day. This is more traffic than 77% of Minneapolis city roads.?

* In Portland, OR, 7,100 daily trips or 21% of all transportation trips on the Hawthorne
Bridge across the Willamette River are made by bike. If those 7,100 trips were made by
car, Portland would have to build a new bridge.*

* In Washington, DC, the Capital Crescent Trail is used by almost 400 bicyclists during the
7-9 a.m. weekday period. This relieves rush hour traffic in one of the most congested
metropolitan regions in the United States. °

* In Licking County, OH, the nearly 30 miles of paved paths in the area has seen
significant use, with one path seeing a peak evening rush hour of 80 users. This
demonstrates bicycle commuting can work in a rural area.®

Bicycle industry and tourism create jobs and contributes to the national economy.

* The U.S. bicycle industry supports an estimated 1.1 million jobs and generates nearly
$18 billion in federal, state and local taxes.’

* Between 16 million and 20 million bicycles are sold in the United States every year —
more than all of the cars and light trucks sold in the U.S. combined.®

* In Wisconsin, bicycling generates nearly $1.5 billion a year in total economic impact,
many times greater than the $9 million in federal funding spent annually on bicycle and
pedestrian projects in the state. °

Bicycling and walking infrastructure are good for local economies.
* In southwest Virginia, visitors along the Virginia Creeper Trail spend $1.59 million
annually providing an estimated 27 new full time jobs.™

* In Indianapolis, IN, a study of home values near the Monon Trail concluded that homes
closer to the trail sell for an average of 11 percent more.""

* In San Francisco, CA, two-thirds of merchants along Valencia Street said new bicycle
lanes had a positive overall impact on their business; two-thirds also supported building
more traffic calming measures on the street."?

* On North Carolina’s Outer Banks, bicycle tourism generates $60 million annually in
economic activity, an annual return nine times the cost of the region’s $6.7 million
investment in bicycle infrastructure.™
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Increasing bicycling and walking helps meet our national goals for:

Lowering Obesity

* An adult who bicycles regularly typically has a level of fitness equivalent to someone 10
years younger and a life expectancy two years longer than the national average.™

* Children who walk to school have higher levels of physical activity throughout the day
and higher levels of cardiovascular fitness.'

* Access to paths can lead to greater physical activity. After a bicycle and pedestrian path
was built on the new Ravenel Bridge in Charleston, South Carolina — one of the most
obese states in the nation — two-thirds of all users reported a significant increase in their
physical activity.'®

Easing Congestion

* A small reduction in driving causes a large drop in traffic. In 2008, the number of U.S.
vehicle miles travelled dropped 3%, translating to a near 30% reduction in peak hour
congestion."’

* Communities that invest in bicycling and walking see an increase in the percentage of
trips taken by bicycle.'

Halting Climate Change and Reducing Our Dependence on Oil
* Increasing the mode share of all trips made by bicycling and walking a few percentage
points could lead to fuel savings of around 3.8 billion gallons a year and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by 33 million tons per year. This is equivalent to replacing 19
million conventional cars with highly efficient hybrids."
* 89 percent of Americans believe that transportation investments should support the goals
of reducing energy use.?

There is a high demand for more bicycling and pedestrian infrastructure

* Seven in ten Americans say that they would like to bike more than they do now; but less
than half of those surveyed were satisfied by how their communities were designed for
bicycling.?'

* The Transportation Enhancements (TE) program, which funds the majority of bicycle and
pedestrian projects, is oversubscribed in a majority of states. The most recent call for TE
proposals in Oklahoma yielded requests for roughly 3 times the available funds.??

* Inthe last 6 years, over 300 communities have applied for bicycle-friendly community
status to improve their transportation, livability and tourism. 2
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