
 

BICYCLING SUCCESS STORIES: 
 INVESTMENT WORKS 

Bicycle commuting has 
increased dramatically. 
According to the US Census Bureau, the 
percentage of bicycle commuters has grown 
43 percent since 2000. This is an incredible 
rise in the number of Americans who have 
found bicycling to be a healthy and efficient 
way of getting to work.  

Communities with 
greater investment saw 
greater increases. 
In Bicycle Friendly Communities, areas 
recognized by the League of American 
Bicyclists for their pro‐bicycling 
investments, bicycle commuting went up 
69%, 40% more than the growth of national 
average and 60% more than non‐BFCs. 

Increased bicycling helps communities thrive.  
Between 1991 and 2008, Portland, OR invested $57 million to 
create a 300‐mile bikeway network – roughly the same cost of 
one mile of urban highway.  In that time period, bicycling 
increased significantly, at an annual rate of 10 percent.  
 

Since 2006, there has been a 38 percent increase in the value 
of the bicycle‐related industry sector, with total economic 
activity close to $90 million. In addition, Portlanders have 
saved $12 million in fuel and $10 million in healthcare costs 
by bicycling. 
 

When communities invest in bicycling, more people ride, 
congestion is eased, public health is improved, and everyone, 
whether they bike or not, benefits. 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